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May 2022 

HALIFAX NEWS 
GIFTS OF WATER 

Laurel Copeland, Halifax, Vermont 
 

Several streams run within the 25,000-acre square of land making up the 

Town of Halifax. If you check the Deerfield River Watershed map below, 

a red dotted-line shows the approximate location of the town. This not-

quite square of land on the Vermont-Massachusetts border contains 70 

miles of roads, and uncounted streams. I found the road mileage on the 

VTrans site*, but no summary of the combined lengths of all the named 

and unnamed creeks in Halifax. There’s a project for someone!  
 

Small creeks drain the land from northwest to southeast, angling down to 

Green River in the northeastern quadrant, to Branch Brook centrally, and 

to East Branch North River in the southwestern quadrant. The Green River 

Watershed is a sub-watershed of the Deerfield River Watershed. Branch 

contributes to Deerfield in another sub-watershed, as shown by the heavy 

brown lines in the watershed map.  
 

Branch Brook 

travels through the 

village of West Halifax, incorporating Sperry Brook to 

join East Branch North River, itself draining Ryder Pond 

and Gates Pond via Jacksonville Pond. East Branch 

North River picks up Randall Brook, Stowe Brook, and 

other tributaries before flowing out of Vermont into 

Massachusetts. There it joins with the West Branch 

North River in Griswoldville, MA, to become the North 

River. Three miles south, the North River flows into the 

Deerfield, a 76-mile-long tributary to the Connecticut 

which discharges into Long Island Sound.  
 

The Green River originates in Marlboro just northwest 

of the headwaters of Branch Brook, but their waters do 

not mingle until the Green discharges into the Deerfield 

in Greenfield, MA, just before its Connecticut River 

junction.  
 

The Deerfield River is itself a Vermont-sourced river, 

draining the Sherman Reservoir in Readsboro and before 

that the Harriman Reservoir in Whitingham/Wilmington, 

the Searsburg Reservoir (Bennington County), and the 

Somerset Reservoir (Windham County).   
 

The woods of Halifax slope down toward these rivers 

and flow to the sea. In the process they provide a shady 

environment friendly to mushrooms, lady slippers, trout 

lilies, trillium, ferns, trees, salamanders, frogs, birds, 

deer, and other creatures. A bountiful ecosystem in a tiny square of the world.  

 

*http://vtransmaps.vermont.gov/Maps/Publications/MileageCertificates/ArchivedMileageCertificates/Windham

_Co/HALIFAX/HALIFAX_MILEAGECERT_2006_C_OCR.PDF 

Village of West Halifax 

http://vtransmaps.vermont.gov/Maps/Publications/MileageCertificates/ArchivedMileageCertificates/Windham_Co/HALIFAX/HALIFAX_MILEAGECERT_2006_C_OCR.PDF
http://vtransmaps.vermont.gov/Maps/Publications/MileageCertificates/ArchivedMileageCertificates/Windham_Co/HALIFAX/HALIFAX_MILEAGECERT_2006_C_OCR.PDF
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TOWN NEWS 

REMEMBERING – SATURDAY,  MAY 7. A memorial service in honor of Gisela Robeck, whose daughter Diana 

Todd lives in Halifax, will be held on Saturday, May 7, 2022, at 2:00 pm at the Centre Congregational Church, 

193 Main Street, Brattleboro, and will be live-streamed via Zoom. The Zoom link will be available on the 

church website http://www.centrechurchvermont.org. At the church, light refreshments will be served after the 

service. Gisela Robeck is survived by Linda (Robeck) and Don Fuhrman of Marlboro, VT, Diana (Robeck) and 

Lee Todd of Halifax, VT, and Katrina Robeck and Rolf Grandstaff of Garner, NC.  
 

GREEN-UP DAY in Vermont is Saturday, May 7, 2022. Get bags at Town Clerk now or Saturday morning. 

Help pick up our roadside trash!!  
* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 

SENIOR MEAL – FRIDAY, MAY 20 May Halifax senior meal is Friday the 20th serving at noon at the Halifax 

Community Hall located at 20 Brook Road in West Halifax. Menu: sloppy joe on a hamburger roll, potato, 

vegetable and dessert. Free-will donation of $3.00 asked but not mandatory. Sponsored by Senior Solutions. 

Call Joan if you can attend 802-368-7733. Take-out available.  
* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 

LAURA STEVENSON OF WILMINGTON, whom I have known my entire life, will be launching her newest book, 

All Men Glad and Wise, at the Old School Community Center (1 School St) in Wilmington at 6:00 PM on 

Saturday, May 12. The story is a mystery set five months after the end of World War I, on a Cotswold estate 

whose heir, one of the finest riders in England, has been killed at Passchendaele. Refreshments will be served. 

Do come! http://www.lauracstevenson.org 

* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 

EDIE FENTON ANNUAL PLANT SALE & SWAP – SATURDAY, MAY 28. Come to the Halifax Community Hall at 

20 Brook Road, West Halifax, to pick up a plant to add to your garden, or to donate plants for others—or do 

both! The 2nd Annual Edie Fenton Plant Swap and Sale will be held the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend, 

May 28, 2022. Bring your plants to swap for wonderful offerings, or just come and get something for your 

garden. To guard against Jumping Worms already invading Windham County, please bring plants you dig up 

washed / bare-roots. Jumping worms thrash wildly and move in a snake-like manner; their feeding produces 

granular castings that look like coffee grounds on the soil surface. They change soil composition, making it 

drier and depleted of nutrients, which limits normal plant germination and growth. They are awful! Hose water 

will be available on-site to help clean dug-up plants for safe transfer. 
 

HALIFAX HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN HOUSE – SATURDAY, MAY 28. The Halifax Historical Society will be 

sponsoring an open house on May 28, 2022, from 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M, at 98 Branch Road in the village of 

West Halifax. Show your support for the Halifax Historical Society by joining us and learning about the history 

of Halifax from our exhibits, artifacts, and esteemed historians, Constance Lancaster and Douglas Parkhurst. 

We will have for sale copies of the two-volume set of the history of Halifax, Born in Controversy and Hills and 

Hollows. We have limited numbers of Volume 1 and many copies of Volume 2. There will also be a gift basket 

raffle and refreshments at the building. Hope to see you there!  
* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 

FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS.  

On March 22 two men and Deerfield Valley Ambulance responded to a medical call for difficulty breathing. 

On April 5 one person responded to a call in the Thomas Hill area for a person fallen with a possible broken leg. 

On April 10 four men responded to a medical call for someone with low blood sugar; the ambulance responded, 

but there was no transport. Also this day, 11 men responded to a chimney fire at a residence on Larrabee Road. 

On April 20 six men and Deerfield Valley Ambulance responded to Halifax Center area for a person with low 

blood sugar; the ambulance transported to Brattleboro hospital. 

On April 25 five men responded to a mutual aid call in Colrain, MA. 
 

* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 

http://www.centrechurchvermont.org/
http://www.lauracstevenson.org/
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OLD HISTORY FROM THE NEWSLETTER ARCHIVES. Edie Fenton wrote this around 1985 or 1986. “At 11:40 pm 

on March 4th there was a fire at Stanley Hellers camp (the former Tiny Stanley camp) part way up Town Hill. 

The fire started around the stovepipe and partially burnt the wall, roof, and attic area. Ten firemen and 

neighbors responded on a snowy sleet-filled night. A neighbor and son are credited with saving the camp by 

continually throwing snow on it until the fire trucks arrived. The camp is owned by Francis Stanley of 

Greenfield, MA.” 
* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 

SIGHTINGS.    Sightings at Joan’s. Spring weather is trying to appear in West Halifax with warmer days, quite 

cool mornings and nights yet in the 20’s, but the spring birds are coming........Lots of Goldfinch....the males 

showing a lot more yellow....I had what I think is a Wood Thrush...that is exciting...but haven’t seen it but 

once.....Red-breasted Nuthatch....White Breasted Nuthatch...Tufted Titmouse...my faithful Chickadee....A 

‘Jenny’ House Wren.....Blue Jays...Hairy...Downy...and Red-Breasted Woodpeckers. I think I saw a Yellow-

Shafted Flicker.....lots of Robins around…lots of Red-Winged Blackbirds...Brown-headed Cowbirds, Common 

Grackles....Grosbeak.....Cardinal......Purple Finch....White-throated Sparrow, White-Crowned Sparrow....I 

anxiously await the Hummingbirds...any time now. I have my feeders washed and ready and have hummer food 

ready!!! Enjoying all the birds!  - Joan Courser 
 

Andrea & Gary Rand saw a large moose in the area!  

Up on Hanson Road the pussy willows emerged then spread out into frilly yellow catkins. The maples put out 

their tiny flowers, making a haze of red across the grey woods. Birds are everywhere. There are crows, ravens, 

and blue jays from the corvid family, hairy and pileated woodpeckers, Northern flickers and yellow-bellied 

flickers, dark-eyed juncos, brown-headed cowbirds, white-breasted nuthatches, tufted titmouse, chickadees, tree 

swallows, Eastern phoebes, goldfinches, brown creepers, pine siskin, pine 

warbler, robins and hermit thrushes, the melodious song sparrow as well as 

chipping sparrows and white-throated sparrows, and one early morning a 

woodcock calling in the field. We see red-tailed hawks and barred owls and 

geese, deer, woodchucks, porcupines, foxes, mice, red squirrels, grey squirrels.  

And some really foolish bluebirds.  

I love bluebirds—don’t get me wrong—but this year I ran smack-dab into their 

birdbrain streak. Here is the story. I put up a couple of bluebird houses a few 

years ago in the upper field next door. Last year the bluebirds and tree swallows 

argued over who should stay in the two houses. The tree swallows seemed to win 

out. But I read a post from a man who put a second birdhouse on each post 

where he had nailed up a bluebird house. The second house was facing south 

while the primary house 

faced east. He included 

photos of bluebirds using one 

of the two houses while the 

tree swallows used the 

secondary house. Apparently although these birds do not 

want their own kind as near neighbors, a different species is 

ignorable. So I put up two more bluebird houses early this 

spring. And the other day I spotted a pair of bluebirds up in 

the maple near the birdhouses. How thrilling! But while I 

was poking about indoors, I heard tapping and thumping on 

the kitchen windows. The bluebirds were trying to come in. I 

grabbed a ladder and a bar of soap and went out to draw all 

over the glass. This makes the scene less inviting to birds. 

Back inside, pretty soon I heard thumping coming from the 

study. Well! There’s that pair of birds, trying to get in again. 
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Repeat the ladder, soap, and scribbling 

routine. Next location they tried was the 

back shed off the barn. Then the back door. 

Eventually everything was covered in soap 

scribbles. I went home. A few days later 

they were no longer at the windows. I hope 

they are nesting. 

Estimates of annual bird deaths from 

specific human-related causes (other than 

habitat loss) in the United States and 

Canada identify: 

(1) cats [2.6 billion bird deaths],  

(2) windows [624 million],  

(3) vehicles [214 million],  

(4) power lines [57 million],  

(5) communication towers [6.8 million], and  

(6) wind turbines [<1 million].  

Source: Loss, Will, & Marra, 2015, https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-ecolsys-112414-054133.  

Meanwhile my neighbor deep in the woods, Bill Oglesby, went out to investigate some very agitated 

chipmunks. They were up a tree instead of playing around on the stone wall, as was their habit. A flash 

identified the troublemaker: an ermine! Bill got several pictures of the little rascal in his warm-weather grey 

coat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRD NEWS: IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER NOT EXTINCT AFTER ALL. The 

largest North American woodpecker, the ivory-billed, was declared extinct last 

year after 8 decades of unsubstantiated sightings. This year a team of scientists 

led by Steve Latta, the director of conservation at the National Aviary in 

Pittsburgh, concluded a 3-year study and declared the bird not extinct in a 

preprint published in BioRxIv 
(https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.04.06.487399v1). The Guardian 

newspaper reported that “Latta himself saw the bird fly upwards in front of him, 

showing the distinctive white edges to its wings. ‘It flew up at an angle and I 

watched it for about six to eight seconds, which was fairly long for an ivory-

billed woodpecker,’ he said.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/apr/13/ivory-bill-woodpecker-

not-extinct-researchers-say  The ivory-billed woodpecker is thought to persist 

April: Venus on the left, Saturn 

above Mars on the right.  

May: look for Venus & Jupiter 

rising ahead of the sun. 

https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-ecolsys-112414-054133
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-ecolsys-112414-054133
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.04.06.487399v1
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/apr/13/ivory-bill-woodpecker-not-extinct-researchers-say
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/apr/13/ivory-bill-woodpecker-not-extinct-researchers-say
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in southeastern Texas and Louisiana. It is larger than the pileated at 20 inches in length with a 30-inch 

wingspan. 

TICKS—THEY’RE BACK. The black-legged tick is one of 15 tick species in Vermont but the one associated with 

99% of tick-borne diseases. May and June are the 2 months when Emergency Departments see tick-related 

visits. Spring ticks cause an uptick in cases of Lyme’s disease and anaplasmosis, two of several tick-borne 

diseases, none of which you want. Protect yourself with repellents containing DEET or picaridin (20% 

concentration, not less). Pull socks or boots over your pants cuffs to cover your ankles. Clothes can be treated in 

advance with permethrin, but you have to let it dry for several hours or it won’t do you any good. Permethrin 

does not repel prevent ticks from landing on you (like DEET and picaridin); it makes the ticks jump off after 

they land. https://www.healthvermont.gov/disease-control/tickborne-diseases/information-ticks-vermont   

 

AVIAN FLU. The H5N1 strain of influenza that infects and kills birds is spreading across the US rapidly. Wild 

birds and poultry are equally at risk. Already 24 million US poultry birds have been killed by the flu or by 

intention to limit the spread. Bald eagles have tested positive in Vermont. 
 

The Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife recommends limiting exposure between flocks, keeping 

domestic flocks away from wild birds, raising domestic birds indoors if possible, removing wild bird feeders, 

and washing your hands/gloves and boots regularly to protect your flock. You can help by alerting the 

department (fwinformation@vermont.gov or 802.828.1000) if you observe any of the following: 

• Any hawks or owls found sick or dead 

• Any loons or eagles found sick or dead 

• Crows, jays, or ravens: 5 or more found sick or dead in the same location 

• Songbirds: 5 or more found sick or dead birds in the same visual area 

• Terns: more than 2 found sick or dead 

• Waterfowl: any ducks, geese or swans found sick or dead in the same area within 1-2 days 

• Wild turkeys: 3 or more found sick or dead 

https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/living-with-wildlife/wildlife-diseases/avian-influenza-wildlife-health-

bulletin, and https://www.vpr.org/vpr-news/2022-04-12/avian-flu-has-been-detected-in-vermont-heres-how-to-

protect-your-flock   

https://www.healthvermont.gov/disease-control/tickborne-diseases/information-ticks-vermont
mailto:fwinformation@vermont.gov
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/living-with-wildlife/wildlife-diseases/avian-influenza-wildlife-health-bulletin
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/living-with-wildlife/wildlife-diseases/avian-influenza-wildlife-health-bulletin
https://www.vpr.org/vpr-news/2022-04-12/avian-flu-has-been-detected-in-vermont-heres-how-to-protect-your-flock
https://www.vpr.org/vpr-news/2022-04-12/avian-flu-has-been-detected-in-vermont-heres-how-to-protect-your-flock
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Getting this newsletter by US mail? Check 

address label for your subscription expiration 

date.  

Cost is $7 to cover postage for your paper copy. 

Send check made out to “Newsletter” to  

P O Box 27, West Halifax VT 05358. 

 

NEWSLETTER STORIES - Send your Halifax 

story to Laurel LaurelACopeland@gmail.com or 

Joan JWCinVt@gmail.com (PO Box 27 05358). 
Andrea Rand recently completed this 

quilt, “My Favorite Things” – 

gardening, birds, and vernal ponds. 

Snow April 20th 

mailto:LaurelACopeland@gmail.com
mailto:LaurelACopeland@gmail.com
mailto:JWCinVt@gmail.com

