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April 2022 

HALIFAX NEWS 
FLOWERS OF THE FOREST UNDERGROUND 

– William Oglesby and Laurel Copeland, Halifax, Vermont 
 

For many who roam the forest, where we tread is seen as a floor. But 

to much of the essential life of a healthy forest, this “floor” is a 

ceiling. Fungus is a substantial component of this underground, its 

mycelium growing thread-like throughout the soil and leaf mold and 

extending into dead or dying trees and fallen logs. There it works to 

break down and recycle the nutrients in organic matter. In the soil, the 

mycelium tips, called hyphae, form symbiotic—or occasionally 

pathogenic—relationships with the roots of many plants, especially 

trees. Termed mycorrhiza from the Greek words for “fungus” and 

“root,” this symbiosis lets plants share some of their products of 

photosynthesis with the fungus, an organism that cannot do 

photosynthesis for itself. In return, the fungus provides minerals 

processed into a form the plants’ roots can absorb, drawing on its 

extensive mycelium to pull from a much wider area than reached by 

the plant roots themselves. The plants also benefit from water drawn 

in by the mycelium. The mycorrhiza also forms a network of 

connections among the roots of plants and promotes transfer of 

resources and information (in the form of molecules) between 

plants, causing it to be dubbed the “woodwide web.”  

Mushrooms are a reproductive portion of the 

mycelium, analogous to flowers and fruit in plants; 

they produce spores for dispersal, as plants produce 

seeds. And like flowers, they come in many 

wonderful shapes, sizes, and colors. They are the 

flowers of the forest underground.  
 

In the woods of Halifax, you can find mushrooms of a 

variety of colors, forms, shapes, and growth patterns. 

Some are identified, some mysterious. The form may 

be stemmed with a cap, or shelf-like, or frilly. You are 

invited to browse the forest floor with these 

photographs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My guess is this is Old Man of the Forest 

(nonpoisonous but not choice) - Laurel 

My guesses: Viscid violet cort (do not eat) & Orange moss 
agarica (do not eat) & Golden spindles (do not eat) - Laurel 
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A mushroom & moss 
tableau … a scarlet 
sentry … a staircase 
of mushrooms 

 

Unidentified white 

mushrooms with petticoats 

Amanitas: poisonous 

Photographs: William Oglesby 
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* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 

TOWN NEWS 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT Monthly Raffle. Feeling lucky? Tickets are available! Call Wayne at 802-368-7733. Help 

support your firemen for $10.00 a month.  
 

2ND ANNUAL EDIE FENTON PLANT SWAP AND SALE – will be held the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend, 

May 28, 2022. Please save the date! Bring your plants to swap for wonderful offerings, or just come and get 

something for your garden. To guard against Jumping Worms which are already invading Windham County, 

please bring any plants you dig up washed / bare-roots. Jumping worms thrash wildly and move in a snake-like 

manner; their feeding produces granular castings that look like coffee grounds on the soil surface. They change 

soil composition, making it drier and depleted of nutrients, which limits normal plant germination and growth. 

They are awful! Hose water will be available on-site to help clean dug-up plants for safe transfer.  
 

* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 

JOAN’S SIGHTINGS. Fairly large flock of wild turkey are being seen in Wayne and Lewis’s travels, and Joan has 

seen a couple of flocks in another location. 
 

The spring birds are arriving. I saw one Evening Grosbeak; the male Goldfinch are turning their beautiful 

yellow...yea, spring is here (even though the thermometer says otherwise here in Halifax 11.5 degrees several 

early mornings in the village and lots of wind!). I am still very happy to 

see the male and female Cardinal, a Downy Woodpecker, and a Hairy 

Woodpecker. I can hear the Pileated hammering away in a nearby tree 

but can’t locate it to see. I was surprised to see a Flicker here. A White-

breasted and a Red-breasted Nuthatch, Starlings, Chickadees, Titmice, 

Red- winged Black birds, Purple Finch, and I’m sooo happy to see two 

Wrens—a House Wren and a Carolina Wren! They must be cold in this 

Vermont weather! But they show us spring is coming!! 
 

I LOVE hearing the bird songs!!! I still have a few Blue Jays here too. 
 

* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
 

Jen Betit Herzig sent some great pics of a bald eagle she spotted on 

Larrabee Road. One of her photos is shown. This is the second year I 

have gotten reports of bald eagles in town!  
 

On Collins Road I see the black squirrels that hang around the Colonel 

Silby house. On Hanson Road, I hear birds chirping. Yay! It’s spring! Tufted titmouse, crows, woodpeckers 

call. We see robins, chickadees, flying insects, dark-eyed juncos, grey fox, porcupine, voles, geese, red 

squirrels, grey squirrels, and blue jays. The 

vole pokes its stubby nose out from among 

the stones, a rounded nose unlike the 

pointy noses of mice, moles, and shrews. 

This vole scampers in and out, driving our 

orange cat nuts. Perhaps she dreams of her 

wild days in Illinois and West Virginia; 

here she is restricted to the screened-in 

porch. I like birds; no 

loose cats!!  
 

Whose tracks are these 

in the snow? A 

wandering waddling 

led across the field and into the blockhouse. I know this character….the porcupine.  
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* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 
 

HALIFAX HISTORY.  

From Born in Controversy, Postal History: Driving the Stage Road [Page 41]  
“Driving the mail stage was not a job for the meek or mild mannered. The work attracted colorful 
characters, of great physical strength and stamina. Vera Crosier tells the story told to her by one 
such mail carrier who met his match at Halifax Center. 

Pappy Haskins began driving the mail in horse and buggy days, 
And drove the stage route for years. Springtime was horrible 
because he would get stuck in deep mud and ruts took a toll of his 
horses and wagons. One day he arrived at the post office stop in 

the Center feeling decidedly ill. Grandma Crosier [Lilla] cooked up 

a brew with herbs and said, “Now I want you to drink this.” 

Wanting nothing to do with her concoction, he replied, “You 

must be kidding!” In her most commanding voice, she told him, 
“You must drink this or you’ll get lots sicker.” He choked down 

the terrible tasting stuff. By the time he got to his next stop, he 
recalls, he felt quite a lot better and never got sick at all. 

Pappy was still driving and telling stories in his eighties.” 

  -- Constance Lancaster, Halifax Historical Society 
 

* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 
 

MUD SEASON. Mud season has been courting our vehicle axles since January. Do we want to dance? The mud 

season of 2022 is reported across the state of Vermont to be unusually bad. At least we in Halifax have beautiful 

roads, woods, and wildlife to enjoy on foot while we await spring. The town road crew is grading dirt roads 

daily to help us get out in urgent situations. I love the dirt roads! They keep traffic down, encourage the green 

tree-tunnels of summer, and are lovely to walk. I will wait patiently for the thaw that comes. Last year our last 

covering snowfall was on April 22, 2021. We had a covering snowfall March 27, 2022. I’m keeping watch.  
 

* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 
 

SENIOR MEAL – FRIDAY, APRIL 15, at the Halifax Community Hall at 20 Brook Road in West Halifax, serving 

at noon.  

Menu: fruit, sweet sausage stroganoff, two veggies, rolls, and an awesome chocolate dessert.  
 

All seniors are welcome. A free-will donation of $3.00 is asked.  
 

Give Joan a call at 802-368-7733 so she is prepared for you.  
 

Take-out is available.  
 

 

Many communities participate in the Senior Solutions community meals program. The Senior Solutions 

webpage, https://www.seniorsolutionsvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Dining-Trail-June-2019.pdf, lists 15 

meal programs in the Windham County area. These are shown on page 5 of this newsletter.  
 

 

  

 
   

 

https://www.seniorsolutionsvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Dining-Trail-June-2019.pdf
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Daily lunches   

Monday–Friday at 11:30 A.M.  
Bellows Falls Area Senior Center, 
18 Tuttle Street, Bellows Falls, VT 
05101  

Contact: Teagen Kosut, 802-463-3907, 
bfasc@sover.net. Menu at 
www.bfasc.org. 

Monday–Friday 12:00 Noon  

Brattleboro Senior Center: Gibson 
Aiken Bldg, 207 Main St., 
Brattleboro, VT 05301  

Contact: Chris McAvoy, 802-257-1236. 
Menu at 
www.brattleboroseniormeals.org  

Tuesday, Thursday at 12:00 
noon 

Whitingham Municipal Center, 
2948 Rte. 100, Jacksonville, VT 
05342  

Contact: Terrie Dumaine, 802-368-7567  

Every Wednesday at 12:00 
noon 

Grafton Church Chapel, 4 Main 
Street, Grafton, VT 05146  

Contact: Dennis Hunt, 802-869-2674. All 
ages welcome. Vegetarian option 
available. 

Monthly lunches   

4th Tuesday at 12:00 noon 
Putney Community Cares Kimball 
Hill Road, Putney, VT 05346  

Contact: Abby Jacobson, 802-387-5593,  
coordinator@putneycommunitycares.org. 
Menu at 
www.putneycommunitycares.org  

2nd Wednesday at 12:00 
noon 

Readsboro First Baptist Church 
7030 Main Street, Readsboro, VT 
05341  

Contact: Sandra Goodermote, 413-424-
5446  

2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 
12:00 noon 

Dummerston Center: Evening Star 
Grange, East-West Road, 
Dummerston, VT 05301 

Contact: Ruth Barton, 802-254-1128  

1st & 3rd Thursdays at 12:00 
noon 

Townshend Church, UCC 46 
Common Rd, Townshend, VT 
05353  

Contact: Alice Gausch, 802-874-4276  

2nd Thursday at 12:00 noon 
Jamaica Community Church 100 
Route 30, Jamaica, VT 05343  

Contact: Ms. J. Stone, 802-874-4847  

2nd Thursday at 12:00 noon 
Newfane Congregational Church 
Street, Newfane, VT 05345  

Contact: Winnie Dolan, 802-365-7870  

2nd Thursday at 12:00 noon 
Westminster Congregational 
Church Route 5, Westminster, VT 
05158  

Contact: Westminster Cares, 802-722-
3607  

4th Thursday at 12:00 noon 
(Closed Nov. – March) 

Williamsville Community Hall 
Dover Road, Williamsville, VT 
05362  

Contact: Nancy Rysz, 802-348-6301  

1st & 3rd Fridays at 12:00 
noon 

Guilford Community Church-UCC, 
38 Church Drive, Guilford, VT 
05301  

Contact: Peg Curtiss, 802-254-9774  

3rd Friday at 12:00 noon 
Halifax Community Hall, 20 Brook 
Road (at Branch Road), West 
Halifax, VT 05358  

Contact: Joan Courser, 802-368-7733  

Dinners   
DINNER on Wednesdays, 
5:30-7:00 P.M. (Closed May – 
Sept.) 

Blue Door Community Suppers, 
Christ’s Church, 24 Main St., 
Saxtons River, VT 05154  

Contact: Wanda Salter, 802-869-2582   

 

mailto:bfasc@sover.net
http://www.brattleboroseniormeals.org/
mailto:coordinator@putneycommunitycares.org
http://www.putneycommunitycares.org/
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Getting this newsletter by US mail? Check 

address label for your subscription expiration 

date.  

Cost is $7 to cover postage for your paper copy. 

Send check made out to “Newsletter” to  

P O Box 27, West Halifax VT 05358. 

 

NEWSLETTER STORIES - Send your Halifax 

story to Laurel LaurelACopeland@gmail.com or 

Joan JWCinVt@gmail.com (PO Box 27 05358). 

Walking Iris blooms in my indoor pot 

March Sunrise 
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